[Achievements and perspectives in human cytogenetics].
The most outstanding contributions of human cytogenetics in clinical investigation and in medical practice are reviewed. The perspectives of knowledge in chromosomic structure and function, in gene mapping and in the study of infertility, mutagenesis and evolution, as well as in the study of human behavior and in neurologic diseases, the prevention of congenital malformations using prenatal diagnosis techniques, and the therapeutic possibilities of chromosomic sorting are discussed. The necessity of supporting biomedical research, particularly molecular cytogenetics in underdeveloped countries, is emphasized.